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Rep. Beto O’Rourke and Rep. Steve Pearce Introduce Bipartisan Legislation 

to Protect the Civil Rights of Border Residents, Restore Accountability at 

CBP and Ensure the Safety of Front-Line Officers and Agents 

 

Washington, D.C. — Today, Congressmen Beto O’Rourke (TX-16) and Steve Pearce 
(NM-2) along with faith, community, civil rights and local government leaders from 
border communities introduced new, bipartisan legislation that will bring accountability 
and oversight to the federal government’s $18 billion a year border enforcement 
functions.  
  
“Our offices receive frequent reports from constituents regarding mistreatment at the 
border. Yet, there is no coherent complaint process. We also represent thousands of CBP 
agents and officers who need the support and training to be safe and do their jobs 
effectively. We are introducing this legislation because we need a border policy that is 
humane, rational and fiscally responsible. I am grateful to Rep. Pearce for his willingness 
to tackle this important challenge in a bipartisan manner.”—said Rep. Beto O’Rourke 
  
Specifically, the legislation would: 

 Create an independent Border Oversight Commission, with subpoena authority, 
to examine and make recommendations on CBP’s use of force, search and 
seizure, personnel training, and community engagement policies; 

 Create an Ombudsman within DHS who would be responsible for representing 
the interests of the public by investigating and addressing complaints of 
maladministration or violation of an individual’s rights along our country’s 
borders; 

 Establish Border Community Liaison Offices along our northern and southern 
border regions to promote and foster greater coordination between border 
communities and CBP; 

 Enhance training and continuing education courses for CBP Officers and Agents; 
 Enacts new transparency measures though mandatory and stringent reporting 

requirements  regarding use of force, migrant deaths and protection of civil 
liberties; 

 Establish robust practices for tracking of migrant deaths along the border and 
recommendations for preventing further deaths.  
  

“This proposal will help bring accountability, transparency, and cooperation to border 
patrol efforts. This bill helps ensure proper training for all agents and officers, as well as 
providing mechanisms for greater interaction with the communities in which they serve 
and protect. Congressman O’Rourke and I continue to show that working on simple, 
one-step proposals this Congress can fundamentally reform our nations broken 
immigration system. Together, we can find the clear solutions our country and our 
communities need.” —said Rep. Steve Pearce 
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